




















West Tennessee Streets, to widen to four lanes U.S. Eighway
27 North from Tallahassee to the Gadsden County Line, the
€stablishment of Capital Circle, also referred to as the
Truck Route, and the acquisition of right-of-way for Interstate
10 from the Gadsden County line to the Jefferson County
line. Also, I-10 involved sui£s in Gadsden and Jefferson
Counties. I tried a great many of these cases, but Judges
Taylor, Walker and McCord also tried a number of them.,

AMENDMENTS TQO ARTICLE V., EFFECTIVE IN 1973

The really extensive change came about as a result
of the adoption of amendments to Article V of the State .
Constitution by which the entire structure of the trial
court system was vastly changed. Prior to the amendments
going into effect in January, 1973, there had been a number
of courts other than the circuit ahd county, or county judge's
courts. There was even a difference in the county court
level in the various counties. A "county court" was a court
0f record which had jurisdiction in civil cases up to $500
and the same other jurisdictions as fcounty judge's courts,"
which had civil jurisdiction of $100. These courts had
jurisdiction over misdemeanors, forcible entry and unlawful
detention of lands, and probate and guardianship matters.
Also, these courts acted as juvenile courts, unless a separate
juvenile court was created by law. 1In Gadsden and Jefferson
Counties there were county courts, but in the others, including

Leon, county judge's courts were in effect. 1In 1971 (Chapter

=] G



71-475, Laws of Florida, 1971) there was created for Leon
County a Felony Court of Record which had jurisdiction of
all non-capital felonies; Judge James Joanos was appointed
to this judgeship. Justice of the Peace Courts had also
been authoriged since 1885 and even before then, and in
all counties except Leon exercised some degree of activity.
However, in Leon abuses inherent in the fee system resulted
in the election in the 1940s of a Justice of the Peace and
Constable who promised, if e;ected, to be utterly inactive.

There had been a movement for a number of years to
restructure the trial court system. It was indeed a hodge-podge
- with the Constitution being frequently amended to accommedate
some local real or fancied need. There were criminal courts
of record, felony courts of record, civil courts of record,
court of record of Escambia County, justice 6f the peace
courts, juvenile courts, and, in the various ‘incorporated
cities and towns, municipal courts. In many of them it
was from the collection of fees and fines that the expenses
of the court, including compensation for judges and other
officers, were drawn. There were many abuses arising from
this system. This generated from the press and public generally
an active indignation and demand for reforms. The term
"cash register justice" was frequently employed in oratory
and editorial as a stigma which must be removed.

Also, many thought that there was a misallocation of

responsibility in the conferring on juvenile courts such
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a broad authority over juveniles, while in cases where adults
were involved in the same type of misconduct, only the circuit
court could act. It was also perceived that probate and
guardianship matters were of such complexity and importance
that jurisdiction in those areas should be vested in the
circuit court. Governor Askew took an interest ang urged
the changes and the Legislature submitted the pProposed amendments
which were voted on in the general election in 1972. 1t
was then ratified and became a part of the Constitution
effective at 11:59 2eMy Eagfern Standard Time, January 1,
19734
The changes primarily created a two-tier trial court
system with jurisdiction vested in a circuit court and in
a county court in each county. All other courts were abolished
and their jurisdiction vested in the surviﬁing courts.
The Article V amendments also effected a massive restructure
of the trial court syétem. It affected not only the trial
judges, but all of the support personnel. There were significant
changes in the duties of the offices of state attorney and
public defender. The state attorney became responsible
for prosecutions of misdemeanors and juvenile court charges,
The public defender became responsible for representing
indigents in all courts. Previously, both of those cffices
had only been involved in felony cases in the circuit court.
Duties of reporting cases in juvenile court, and more

frequently than previously in county courts, increased the
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